
On the 13th of February, First Givers Club Signature Workshop saw a gathering of 20 members to join in a 

conversation on Engaged Philanthropy. The objective for the evening was to understand, how by leveraging your 

financial, intellectual and social capital as a donor; one can become more involved in the issues and 

organizations that one cares about. To help us in this endeavor, we had amongst us imminent philanthropists 

who had forged a very deep and engaging bond with the organizations they support. 

The evening began with Mr. Mohandas Pai sharing his association with 

Akshaya Patra. What began as  “Sudama Seva” according to him in 2000 

feeding 1500 children every day, today has scaled up to feed nearly 1.3 

million children every single day. Their vision is to feed 5 million children by 

2020. Hygienic technology (check out this video on their world-class kitchen 

here) developed by engineers has been set up in 18 cities across 8 different 

states is truly mind boggling. Mr. Pai has been involved with the organization since its inception and is aware of 

the minutest details of the growth and functioning of the organisation. Sharing his involvement with the 

government and the positive response he receives from officials - accepting services of Akshaya Patra and all the 

praises they have received from some of the leaders of our country - left a very positive impression on the 

political and funding networks that members could also bring to the table for the organizations they are 

associated with. Not believing in maintaining a corpus, Akshaya Patra has since inception always managed to 

receive donations, as said by the grace of Krishna, that are sufficient enough for the running of the program.  

Mr. Pai not only gives significant amount of time, but also gives away 50% of his gross income towards this noble 

cause. Mr. Pai did not want to be referred to as a philanthropist, but just as a Giver who gives because he wants 

to give. Indeed, a very humbling and inspiring talk for everyone present in the room. 

After Mr. Pai’s insightful talk, Shri Chanchalapathi Dasa, an engineer from IIT, 

Chennai  and a spiritually evolved giver working at the grassroots level, Vice 

president of ISCKON Bangalore and Akshaya Patra, shared his spiritual aspirations 

of wanting to give more and do more to feed as many children as possible in order 

to promote education.  

The next session of Engaged Philanthropy saw Mr. Gopal Vittal and Mrs. Ireena 

Vittal share their journey with St Jude India ChildCare centers, an NGO that 

provides a holistic place to stay for families who come to Mumbai to treat their 

children for Cancer (Check out the video here). The couple shared their modest 
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approaches and reasons for giving. From their very busy schedules they dedicate 6-8 hours a week in helping the 

organisation with their strategic decisions. Applying his management skills, Mr. Vittal has formed a decentralized 

structure of the workings of the NGO and has from time to time been a mentor to the organisation. For Mrs. 

Vittal it was more of a personal feel. St. Jude is a place that satisfies her, where she has made friends who have 

similar values towards life. Meeting up with the first line of workers every week or fortnightly they keep 

themselves as involved as they can. Both of them inspired members to give more than money, their time to the 

organizations they wish to support. 

The session very smoothly progressed into an informal session where members were seen discussing a range of 

issues from scalability to giving anonymously (the Gupt-daan) and the speakers 

answered questions addressed to them from the audience in the most humble 

and uninhibited manner. If you would like to help further AkshayaPatra’s 

mission to reach 5 million children (it costs only around Rs. 650 to feed per 

year per child) or support a St. Jude family unit while the children are 

recuperating, or would like to know more details on any of the organizations, 

please do drop us a line. As always, we are here to assist you in furthering your philanthropic objectives in any 

way possible. 

Thanks. 

 


