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The First Givers Club was founded four years ago to build a community of donors committed to causes - 

and to educate, enable, and enhance effective giving. The last four years have aimed to spur a 

discussion amongst members on the role your personal philanthropy can play in creating an impact on 

the agenda of social development in India. Through this activity report, we would like to share with you 

a glimpse of activities done in the last year. 

As we engaged people over the years to help structure and action their philanthropy, we realized that 

donors have varied giving styles that are unique and personal to them. Most often, it is one that reflects 

their values, respects their wishes and inspires them to give more. The Club is currently assisting over 

35 of our members in structuring their philanthropy and channeling nearly Rs. 12 crores p.a. Last year 

we saw couple of our members championing the cause that they have been supporting by raising funds 

apart from contributing themselves - equipping the Paediatric Intensive Care Unit at Wadia Hospital, 

replicating a model from Tamil Nadu to Mumbai, building a school in Bihar for 1,000 Musahar (rat-

eating) children and last but not the least laying the foundation for a world-class multi-specialty 

Childrens' hospital in Mumbai. We have highlighted these endeavors in this newsletter. 

We also launched our Delhi chapter with 40+ members on August 2013.  The Club has seen great 

participation and leadership among the members.  A big thank you to our Champions in Delhi - Ashish 

Dhawan, Deep Kalra and Sanjeev Bikhchandani who played a big role in mobilizing others to join and 

spearheading activities of the Club. 

As we step into our 5th year, we will continue to be further engaged with you, to help you evolve your 

giving styles that best suit your needs and objectives. 

Happy Giving! 

GIVING BY FIRST GIVERS CLUB MEMBERS 
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Mumbai Chapter 

During the last year three events were conducted in Mumbai - one Annual Summit and two Signature 

Workshops.  

1. Annual Summit 

The 4th Annual FGC Summit 

took place on 28th October 

at the Palladium hotel in 

Mumbai. Unlike previous 

years, the GiveIndia team 

organized two separate 

interesting and enriching 

sessions for the FGC 

members to cater to their 

varied interests.  

 

The afternoon session on “Emerging Livelihood Models” began with a keynote speech by Mr. S. Ramadorai 

on the importance of inclusive growth for sustaining business growth and leaders from 5 NGOs, working in the 

area of creating sustainable livelihood, talking about their livelihood models, measures of success and the 

pressing challenges.  

 

The evening session on “Insights from Remarkable Givers” began with a personal and passionate speech 

by two renowned businessmen, Mr. M.V Subbiah, former Chairman of Murugappa Group and National Skill 

Development Corporation (NSDC) and Mr. Harsh Mariwala, Chairman and MD of Marico and Founder of Ascent 

Foundation. The contrast in the two speakers‟ individual philanthropic journey enticed the members.  

 

2. Signature Workshop on Affordable, Sustainable & Quality Healthcare Model 

The Signature Workshop on Sustainable and Affordable 

Healthcare in India was held on Friday, April 12. At the 

workshop, Dr. Devi P Shetty- Philanthropist and Founder 

of Narayana Hrudayalaya, Mr. S Ramadorai – Vice-

Chairman of TCS and Chairman of SRCC, Dr. R.V Ramani 

– Founder of Sankara Eye Care and Mr. R Sundar – 

Philanthropist, Co-Founder and ED, Mastek shared their 

vision for healthcare services in India and insights from 

their own organization‟s successful models. 

 

 

3. Signature Workshop on Governance 

 

First Givers Club in Mumbai conducted a signature workshop - „Designing Philanthropy for Impact: 

Governance‟. The essence of the workshop was to share perspectives on the important role of governance 

systems across all social issues.Several social entrepreneurs shared their innovative solutions in making 

governance more effective and transparent. In addition several philanthropists in the audience spoke on the 

magnitude of impact one could aspire to create by investing in solutions for better governance as opposed to 

delivering direct services. However, it was reiterated, that investments in improving governance and advocacy 

requires donors to be prepared for a long haul and not expect immediate tangible results. Speakers included 

Ramya Venkataraman, Leader Education Practice, McKinsey & Company, Anu Aga MP, Rajya Sabha, Meher 

Pudumjee Director, Thermax. NGO speakers included M R Madhavan Co-Founder & President,Parliamentary 

Research Services (PRS) and Ankur Garg, Tarun Jain Co-Founders & Trustees, iForIndia.org 



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 

Wadia Childrens' Hospital PICU unit gets a new lease of life 

One of our FGC members, a consultant Doctor at BJWCH, was well 

informed of GiveIndia‟s functioning as a philanthropic platform. She, 

backed by BJWCH, approached GiveIndia to assist in structuring and 

raising funds for the upgradation and capacity expansion project. A II 

phase upgradation plan was prepared by GiveIndia and the doctors at 

BJWCH along with the Ekam Foundation.  Critical life-saving equipment 

such as bronchoscope, ventilators and multi-parameter monitors were 

requirements of the project. GiveIndia conceptualized the proposed 

plan and assisted in fund-raising. 

 A fund-raising cocktail in an informal setting was organized at the members residence. The project cost 

nearly Rs. 1.2 cr., of which the member and her family themselves donated 30%. Leading by such great 

example, ensured phase I was fully funded the same night. 

 

Replicating a Model & Providing Strategic Support 

Ekam Foundation, a Chennai based healthcare organization, started in 2007 

as a CSR initiative of The MaFoi Foundation working on Community 

Paediatric project.  

Ekam presented its model and approach in GiveIndia‟s third annual summit 

in 2012, which impressed one of GiveIndia‟s First Givers Club‟s member to 

start the initiative in Mumbai. Since the launch of the project, Ekam has 

successfully operated more than 60 children and provided drug support to 

170 children. The success of the launch has prompted donors to continue 

the initiative with the goal to provide surgical assistance to 100 children.  

Recently an event was conducted by the donor and GiveIndia which raised 

Rs. 1 cr. towards Ekam Foundation. 

 

Liaising to Build a World – Class Hospital 

Society for Rehabilitation of Crippled Children is a not for profit 

organization with the objective of making a difference to child 

healthcare in India.  

One of our key donors was interested in supporting good quality 

healthcare services in India. The donor chose to support the 

construction of multi-specialty pediatric hospital and requested 

GiveIndia to structure & due-diligence the project. Post achieving 

financial closure of Rs. 80 cr, GiveIndia coordinated with all the 

donors for the signing of the agreements and facilitated the first tranche of donor contributions. 

The project has received all the statutory approvals required for the construction and currently is in the 

tendering stage. Going forward GiveIndia will be responsible to address donor concerns, monitoring the 

progress and updating donors on timely basis. 



Delhi Chapter 

Launched in August 2013, the Delhi chapter of the Club has grown to 43 members in a short period of 

time. The Club has had 3 meetings so far, with great participation and leadership of the members.  Our 

Champions Ashish Dhawan, Deep Kalra and Sanjeev Bikhchandani played a big role in mobilizing others 

to join and spearheaded activities of the Club. 

1. Annual Summit 

 The inaugural First Givers Summit on August 23rd, 2013 in Delhi 

brought together around 45 members of the newly established First 

Givers Club, renowned philanthropists and non-profit leaders. The 

Summit was structured around Funndamental aspects of 

Philanthropy. Philanthropists shared their stories of how they came 

to giving and the ways in which they are building their portfolios. 

The common narrative amongst these stories was that one needed 

to take risks and learn along the way. 

 

2. Signature Workshop on Education 

 

First Givers Club, Delhi held a forum on Education on December 13, 2013. 

The conversation was focused on how philanthropists can create lasting 

change in the field of Education. A core insight which transpired from the 

discussions was the need to move from quantitative questions of “how 

much to give” to qualitative, such as “which interventions have the 

maximum potential to create difference".  

 

With regard to the field of Education there was a strong case made by the 

speakers to shift the focus to evaluating educational outcomes vs. 

enrolment and infrastructure along. Recognizing that the government is a single largest actor in the field 

speakers presented innovative approaches which were mainly focused on improving results of the 

government schools. Speakers included Ramya Venkataraman, McKinsey and Company, Ashish Dhawan, 

Central Square Foundation, Kabir Vajpeyi, Vinyas and Safeena Hussain, Educate Girls. 

 

 

3. Workshop on Governance 

Each of us encounters and interacts with systems of governance 

and far too often we come across inefficiencies and failures of the 

system. However as citizens we often feel we can‟t do much to 

make it better. The systems of governance often seem removed, 

bureaucratic and inaccessible. 

Nevertheless lasting change at scale happens only when either the 

government or the market adopts it. To explore what it takes to 

improve governance and how can philanthropists engage in this 

process we brought members of the First Givers Club, Delhi together with social entrepreneurs working 

in the field. Speakers included M R Madhavan , Co-Founder PRS Legislative Research, Piyush Tewari, 

Founder SafeLife Foundation and Tarique Mohammed, Founder, Koshish 

 


