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First Givers Club

The First Givers Club is now in its fifth year with 87 members and has been working towards building a community of donors 

committed towards diverse causes - and to educate, enable and enhance effective giving. The last five years have aimed to 

spur a discussion amongst members on the role their personal philanthropy can play in creating an impact on the agenda of 

social development in India. Through this activity report, we would like to share with you a glimpse of activities carried out in 

the last year.

As we engaged people over the years to help structure and action their philanthropy, we realised that donors have varied 

giving styles that are unique and personal to them. Most often, it reflects on their values, their wishes and inspires them to 

give more. The Club is currently assisting over families in structuring their philanthropy and channeling nearly 50 Rs. 75  

crores p.a.

Our Delhi chapter is now one year old and has been well accepted by all our Delhi members and donors.

thAs we step into our 5  year, we will continue to further engage with you, to help you evolve your giving styles that best suit 

your needs and objectives.

Happy Giving!     

Giving By First Givers Club Members

From GiveIndia’s First Givers Club
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

This year the team ventured to Singapore where get-togethers were organized with the 

help of current donors in Singapore - candid lunches and dinners with friends and family 

- keen on exploring philanthropy in India. Amazingly almost everyone were at the very 

least curious about philanthropy, with many already involved looking to enhance what 

they were currently doing. There were interesting discussions and talks,  Mr. Venkat

Krishnan Mr. Amit Chandra shared his GiveIndia journey, while  shared his story - how 

he arrived at the giving amount through an excel model (!), what he initially looked at 

and how his giving has evolved over time from grassroots giving to capacity building.

The team met more than 75 individuals in a span of 5 days. Projects were initiated on 

varied topics such as higher education, vocational training, farmer widow 

empowerment etc., across the country including Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, West 

Bengal, Jharkhand. Funds to the tune of Rs 75 lakhs was raised in the year itself, while interesting projects on CAPEX, village 

transformation and others are on their way.

When reality sinks in
Around 2000 farmers committed suicide in Warangal during the period 1997 - 

2011. Widows are burdened with the responsibility of being the sole 

breadwinners creating a cascading effect on the next generation with children 

away from schools and working to support their family.

A GiveIndia donor was touched by the plight of these families and wanted to help 

the farmer widows to break free from the vicious cycle of poverty and suicide.

GiveIndia, after carrying out initial research & verification, shorlisted Marathwada 

Gramin Vikas Samit, Sanskriti Samvardhan Mandal and Sarvodaya Youth Organisation. 

Sarvodaya Youth Organization was selected as the implementing NGO for this project. 40 farmer widows were supported 

through this livelihood project inspiring another donor to support an additional 40 farmer widow families.

Capacity Building is equally important
Capacity Building is an initiative to make a difference in the social sector by strengthening the core of the organisation. This 

would mean steering away from regular capex and opex funding and focusing 

on organizational aspects which would add to NGO's management strength / 

sustainability / governance / outreach / impact etc. One of the First Givers 

Club member recognized the need for supporting / funding areas such as 

Human resources (CEO / CXO / fundraising  / communication team), Training, 

IT platform, Media / outreach piece / Executive coaching.

According to him supporting NGOs through capacity building is a thoughtful 

investment which helps generate a multiplier effect to the NGO's work over 

the longer term and enable them to be effective & impactful. Around 16 NGOs were supported through the capacity building 

programme in the year by a couple of donors.

Explore Singapore

First Givers Club



nd2  Annual Delhi Summit with Mr. Manoj Bhargava & Mr. Sunil Munjal

The new financial year was kick-started with an 

inspiring session on philanthropy with renowned 

philanthropists  Mr. Manoj Bhargava (Giving Pledge 

Signatory) Mr. Sunil Munjal  (MD, Hero MotoCorp)&  

who spoke about their personal journeys as 

philanthropists, their approach to giving, projects 

close to their heart as well as the overall giving 

scenario in India.  

According to  the idea is to keep it Mr. Bhargava

simple, philanthropy giving cannot be built entirely 

on passion, determination has to drive an individual. 

Mr. Bhargava and his foundation will aim to work for 

250 million poor Indians, by building solutions which 

impact everyone.  also shared some insights with the gathering on few of the new innovative ideas he and his Mr. Bhargava

team have been working on, from a cycle driven power storage unit, to a system that  purifies sea water. One key point that 

Mr. Bhargava "A lot of times, learning what's not important is more important,  made which got the audience thinking was, 

than learning what's valuable".

EVENTS

thThe 5  Annual First Givers Club Summit took place in 
ththe morning of 20  September at the Four Seasons 

hotel in Mumbai. The summit witnessed more than 

double the size of the gathering seen in at the previous 

events, with over 140 philanthropists, primarily 

comprising of professionals from different sectors 

including corporate, private equity funds, law and 

consulting firms. It was heartening to see young 

teenage boys and girls who came down with their 

parents to listen and to learn about the philosophy of 

giving.

An inspiration to many, Mr. Bill Gates, (Co-Chair, Bill 

& Melinda Gates Foundation) came on stage in 

conversation with , who himself Mr. Amit Chandra

gives close to 75% of his earnings to charity, and took 

the audience through his philanthropic journey. Mr. 

Gates further shared with the gathering his thoughts on how one can have the greatest impact in their investments of 

time & money in philanthropy.

th5  Annual Mumbai Summit – with Mr. Bill Gates
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Annamrita / Akanksha – Experiential Visit
GiveIndia, First Givers Club organized a 

visit to the Annamrita - ISKCON Food Relief 

Foundation Kitchen & an Akanksha school 
thin Mumbai on Saturday 8  Nov 2014. 

Annamrita provides Mid - Day meals to 

children attending government school. 

Currently they cater to 50,000 children 

through one kitchen, they also aim at 

setting up 4 more large scale kitchens in 

Mumbai which will collectively build a capacity to cater to 5,00,000 children. The Akanksha Foundation is a non-profit 

organization with the vision to one day equip all students with the education, skills and character they need to lead 

empowered lives.  

The visit was attended by a few FGC members and their families which resulted in a very interesting discussions where the 

kids also actively participated, sharing their innocent thoughts and ideas. The visit generated enough interested that one of 

the donor has partly sponsored the setup of a new kitchen in Sewri. This kitchen will caters to 50,000 children and will be 

operational in July 2015.

An interactive session with  & Ms. Rohini Nilekani Mr. Nandan 

Nilekani was organized for the First Givers Club members at the 
thTrident, Nariman Point on Monday 12  January. There was a 

strong positive response from the members with over 20 

families participating along with a few individuals from 

partnering NGO's and 10 media representatives.

The event structure allowed  to share their Mr. & Ms. Nilekani

personal philanthropic journey with the group, through an 

interactive session moderated by Mr. Mahesh Krishnamurthy 

(Partner, IVFA)

The event included an interesting and detailed Q&A session 

where the participants got an opportunity to clear their doubts with respect to their own individual philanthropy and get 

some in-depth insights on how one can expand and improve their philanthropic portfolio.

Signature Workshop Mumbai with

Ms. Rohini Nilekani and Mr. Nandan Nilekani

What To Look forward to in the year to come?
Ÿ  Experiential visits cum family vacation to several NGOs (National & International)

Ÿ  discussions philanthropistsMeaningful  with reputed  from various walks of life

Ÿ  hear from great NGOsOpportunity to  the founders of some  running interesting & innovative projects in both rural and 

urban India
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